
 
picture 

������������������� �

����������	
���

�� �������������������

�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

 
������������������� ���  ��� �� �!"������ �
 
Four months into our business retention visitation program and we have 
completed 26 visits throughout the county with more scheduled for the fall.  We 
have found there is a great deal of interest in training programs and Colleen 
Aeppli of the Illinois workNet Center has been following up with local 
companies to explain options that are currently available.   

Training for Tomorrow (T42) is a workforce training program designed to 
upgrade the skills of existing full-time employees. Up to $15,000 per company 
is available with an employer match of 10% to 50% depending on the size of 
the company. Funding is slated for the following targeted industries: 
Healthcare, Manufacturing, Information Technology, Agri-Business, Finance 
and Insurance, Hospitality and Retail, Green Industries and Occupations, and 
Transportation, Warehousing and Logistics. The federal stimulus program has 
allocated $500,000 to the River Valley Workforce Investment Board for DeKalb, 
Kendall and Kane Counties. To find out more about this program contact 
Colleen at caeppli@firstinstitute.com or 815/756-4893, ext. 249. 
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The first event on the calendar is a Business Roundtable  on Tuesday, 
September 29, 2009 at 11:30am to be held at the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau.  The topic is Fiber Optics and Telecommunications Technology: 
What’s Next?  Herb Kuryliw, NIU, Dan Halverson, DeKalb Fiber Optic LLC and 
Ahmed Kamel, DNA Communications will bring the crowd up to speed on how 
cutting edge technologies will be able to serve business, healthcare and 
education needs. 
 
The Annual Industrial Focus Luncheon  is scheduled for 11:30am on 
Tuesday, October 27, 2009 at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.  IDEAL 
INDUSTRIES and Walt, Ltd will give an overview of their companies with a 
focus on how Automation and Robotics are helping them improve productivity 
and reduce costs.   
 
Tuesday, November 24 is the date for another Business Roundtable .  This 
event will be at NIU at 5 PM and will give registrants an inside look at the 
College of Engineering and Engineering Technology.  Dr. Promod Vohra and 
his team will review some of their successful business education partnerships 
and share possibilities for future links with DeKalb County industry. 
 
To register for these events go to the DCEDC website, www.dcedc.org or call 
815/895-2711. 
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KishHealth System is developing a new medical clinic  on 
the northeast corner of Route 23 and Route 30 in 
Waterman.   
 
Additionally an expansion of the Kish Cancer  Treatment 
Center  is in the works.  Plans are currently being finalized 
and, pending state approvals, groundbreaking is slated for 
March, 2010.  The existing facility will be renovated and 
expanded resulting in a 26,700 square foot center at a cost 
of almost fourteen million dollars.  Project completion is 
anticipated midyear 2011. 
 
Ground was broken for a new building in the Pearson South 
Centre business park in Genoa.  The company, Service 
Concepts , a commercial and industrial heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning business is constructing an 8,300 
square foot building.  They are relocating to Genoa from 
Kane County. 
 
The DK County Board approved a partnership with 
Mendota extending its Enterprise Zone  to support the 
recently expanded operations of Monsanto Corporation. 
 
NextEra Energy Resources  has employed nearly 450 
workers in the construction of wind turbines in southwest 
DeKalb County. They are working at an accelerated pace to 
complete installations prior to the end of the year. Electrical 
workers, steel workers, carpenters and general laborers are 
involved in the construction.  
 

For information on available sites, buildings and 
commercial space check out the Sites & Buildings 
section of the DCEDC website at www.dcedc.org . 

 
 

 

������������++ �

The newest addition to our staff is Meghan Fish our DCEDC intern for the next 
two years.  Meghan is a NIU Graduate Student in Geography who is 
specializing in Urban Planning and Economic Development.  Meghan got her 
Associate’s Degree in Photography from Grand Rapids Community College 
and her Bachelor’s in Geography and History from Aquinas College.  While 
attending Aquinas College she played on the women’s soccer team for two 
years. 
 
Meghan hails from Grand Rapids, Michigan where she was born and raised 
attending a small-town public school.  Her interest in Economic Development 
stems from her father and his family-owned commercial printing business.  For 
the past ten years she has juggled school, involvement in the family business 
and working as a restaurant server.  With this background working for DCEDC 
while going to grad school should be a snap.   
 
Meghan loves the outdoors especially kayaking, backpacking and bike-riding.  
She and her fiancé, John, will be married next August and plan to live in 
DeKalb County. 
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�Students seek higher education to become more readily employable once they 
graduate.  Fortunately, the NIU CEET is a college with a mission to produce 
practical and functional engineers.  Accordingly, the school takes an 
application oriented approach to teaching.  Using their “where training meets 
practice” standard they work with about 200 industries giving students real-life 
experiences and employment opportunities.  In order to give students the 
greatest advantage, CEET Dean Promod Vohra and professors of the college 
are working hard to encourage collaboration with area companies.  They must 
be doing something right as they have near perfect placement of their 
graduating students each year. 
 
Already the college has many innovative ideas for bringing the college 
experience together with the workplace.  Through the use of sponsored labs 
like the Mitutoyo Metrology Laboratory and the Baxter Reliability Laboratory 
students are able to become familiar with current technology while at the same 
time allowing them to collaborate with established professionals. 
 
As research grant funding grows, students are able to work in new and creative 
ways to solve problems in areas such as health care, energy and 
transportation.  One such opportunity is a performance improvement program 
for Kishwaukee Community Hospital that focuses on the pharmacy, emergency 
room and scheduling department.  The goal is to “make sure that the 
processes in place make it as easy as possible for doctors and nurses to 
provide the highest level of care.”  
 
Partnership opportunities with NIU CEET are not limited to the programs 
already in place.  The CEET is always looking for more ways for their students 
to interact with the community through the steady use of skills learned in the 
classroom to solve real-world problems.  These partnerships provide a terrific 
resource for both the students and the companies who join forces with the 
college.  CEET views itself as a catalyst for innovation and economic 
development. 
 
For more information on the NIU CEET or to talk with them about involving 
your company in their efforts, contact Tara Milton, by email at tmilton@niu.edu 
or by phone at 815/753-2256. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

To be added to our mailing list, please click here. 


