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Since 2000, 350 ELC team members have brought their skills and knowledge to 68 
projects and provided measurable value for 38 sponsoring organizations. Past projects 
include the following: 

•	 OfficeMax, Inc. - reducing supply chain latency 
•	 Grant Thornton LLP - creating an integrated global marketing plan 
•	 Caterpillar, Inc. - performing a competitive sales analysis 
•	 McDonald's Corporation - devising a digital marketing strategy 
•	 FTD, Inc. - performing comprehensive market research 
•	 Wal-Mart Realty Division - creating an integrated appraisal system 

The Operations Management and Information Systems Program 

The objective of OM & IS, is to participate in research, service, and consulting activities 
that benefit the business community. It helps integrate area businesses, the academic 
community, and students through the following: 

•	 involving students in research and consulting activities with business partners 
•	 providing forums where businesses may involve faculty and students in solving
 

problems
 
•	 engaging the support of businesses for relevant faculty research 
•	 providing continuing education to the business community 

Business Community Outreach 

The College of Business outreach provides services such as business research, 
corporate education, corporate relations, and professional development. 

The Engineering School outreach offers professional development conferences and 
seminars for engineering, safety, and technical professionals. The school also facilitates 
collaboratively designed education and training on-site at client companies. Some of the 
school's senior design projects address specific requests from local industry 

NIU Net Fiber Optic Network 
The university's high-speed fiber optic network rivals Silicon Valley and has made 
DeKalb County one of the most fiber-accessible counties in the state. Because of this, 
and low land prices, the county is a magnet for data centers. 


