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Biography
 

With 30 years of experience in economic development and related fields, Paul Borek is uniquely 
qualified to lead the DeKalb County economic development team. 

Throughout his career, Borek has designed, administered and negotiated agreements that 
attracted commercial investment while producing demonstrated benefits for communities, 
stakeholders and clients. 

Borek has developed strong relationships with the commercial real estate development and 
brokerage community in Northern Illinois and has served leadership roles in high-profile regional 
economic development organizations. 

Most recently, Borek was the founding executive director of the Sandwich, Illinois Economic 
Development Corporation where he oversaw start-up incorporation and fundraising. As a 
consultant for the City of Sandwich, Borek was responsible for industrial and commercial 
development, which resulted in the creation of prominent technology-based industries, a world­
class hotel and convention center, and several much needed retail developments. 

As executive director of the economic development commission in Aurora, Illinois, Borek 
completed numerous industrial and commercial development projects involving Kraft Foods, 3M 
Corporation, Weyerhaeuser, Cabot Microelectronics, and Westell Technologies. Over nine years, 
he attracted thousands of new jobs, which reduced unemployment and attracted significant tax 
revenue. In addition, Borek contributed to redevelopment projects in Aurora's downtown and in 
established industrial and commercial districts. Aurora's economic development organization is a 
partnership between city government and the chamber of commerce. The DCEDC is similar - a 
partnership of county government, municipalities, and individual businesses. 

While serving as Chicago's deputy director for office and industrial development, Borek led the 
recruitment of a United Airlines reservations center and oversaw industrial developments 
throughout the City. 

As the economic development director for Manchester, New Hampshire, he was responsible for 
initial development of a new research and technology park and where he managed preparation of 
a strategic global economic development plan. 

As a banker, Borek led successful commercial business development campaigns and 
coordinated sales training with the Dale Carnegie organization while developing a portfolio of new 
business. 

Borek received his undergraduate degree in geography and urban studies from Dartmouth 
College and a Masters in Business Administration from Aurora University. He has served in 
leadership roles of not-for-profit community organizations. 


