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About the DCEDC and DeKalb County 

About the DeKalb County Economic Development Corporation 

The goal of the DeKalb County Economic Development Corporation is to improve 
living standards and create economic opportunities for DeKalb County. Since its 
inception in 1987, the DCEDC, now led by Executive Director Paul J. Borek, has 
overseen over $1 billion in industrial and commercial investment, which spurred 
parallel growth in both employment and the tax base. The organization is 
completing a strategic planning process that will capitalize on the county's 
continued strengths of: 

• A strong nearly recession-proof agricultural export base; 
• A prolific and dynamic manufacturing mix; 
• A world-class educational facility; 
• A technologically advanced, cost-effective business infrastructure; 
• Low land costs; 
• Congestion-free interstate access; 
• Proximity to several major metro areas; and 
• A lifestyle that's both appealing and affordable. 

Even during difficult economic times, DeKalb County continues to grow. Several 
large commercial projects are underway in the county, including: 

• The new DeKalb Clinic, a $16 million 70,000 square foot medical office 
building in Sycamore, 

• DeKalb Commons, a 68-acre mixed use development including two hotels, 
retail centers, restaurants and a luxury apartment complex located on Peace 
Road and Route 38 in DeKalb, 

• The proposed NB & T Square, a mixed use mid-rise development on Lincoln 
Highway in downtown DeKalb anchored by the National Bank & Trust 
Company, other retail and commercial users and upper level apartments and 
condominiums, and 
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About DeKalb County 

Gross domestic product: $2.7 billion
 
Population: 103,729 (represents 14.6 percent growth in seven years)
 
County jobs: 27,500 (represents 5.5 percent growth in seven years)
 
Median wage: $29,000
 

The county includes 14 municipalities. DeKalb, with a population of 45,479, is the
 
largest city and Sycamore, the county seat, is second largest with a population of
 
15,500. These two communities, located six miles apart, support a burgeoning
 
area for commerce, industry, and retail.
 

Strategically located along 1-88 within the 1-39 Logistics Corridor between
 
Chicago, Milwaukee, the Quad Cities, Bloomington, 111., and Madison, Wise., the
 
county combines multiple market access with a highly skilled workforce,
 
affordable homes, top-ranked schools, a cutting-edge business climate, and the
 
warm neighborly ambience of communities rooted in agriculture.
 

Northern lHinois University in the City of DeKalb, has 26,000 students and is
 
nationally recognized for programs in information technology, engineering,
 
computer science, physics, and accounting.
 

DeKalb County is an integral part of the Chicago metropolitan region and
 
continues to add to its agricultural and manufacturing base by supporting
 
investment and capitalizing on Northern Illinois University's technological
 
advances.
 


